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Since my first article concerning our projects, “the tornado” blew through and how things have changed!  The Courthouse project 
is still ongoing with several changes.  What was a shade garden is now full sun.  Many of the plants were taken out and sold at 
the Plant Sale.   Most of the plants at the Extension Office were salvaged.  Some will be saved for future use and some were sold.  
Some will have a new home with us until, or if, needed again.  PCMGs have worked many long hours on these two projects in 
recent weeks.  
 
Mena Depot Landscape 
PCMG were commissioned in 2001 to rework the raised flower bed at the Mena Depot.  The bed was planted with shrubs that 
were overgrown.  We pruned the shrubs, removed the weeds and grass from the beds and planted annuals in the front portion of 
the bed.  We continue to maintain the raised beds as well as other flower beds around the depot.  Dorothy Posel and Jessie 
Schweinle co-chair this project.  The depot is probably our most visible project, being seen by hundreds of people as they drive 
along Hwy 71 daily.  Even though, I’m sorry to say, I have never worked on this project, I still feel a sense of pride when I drive 
along and see the beautiful blooms of the current plantings!  I feel like saying…”that’s my PCMG friends, making this a wonder-
ful day for us!” 
 
Polk County Housing Authority Building on Morrow Street 
It is wonderful that we have a permanent place to meet!  The PCMGs take pride in maintaining the grounds at the Morrow Street 
Housing Authority Building.  We are allowed to hold our monthly meetings at the hospitality room at no cost in exchange for 
landscaping and maintaining the flower beds there.  The project was started in 2001, as well, when we started holding our meet-
ings there.  This year the plants were severely trimmed due the fact they were becoming too large for the area.  The azaleas were 
being smothered by the hydrangeas.  After observing them for the remainder of this year, we will make decisions on taking out or 
replacing plants if necessary.  The chair for this project is Jon Calleton. 
 
Polk County Fair Horticulture Display 
It’s not summertime without a county fair!  The Polk County Fair is held annually at the end of August or the first week of Sep-
tember.  PCMG decided to make the Horticulture Department display a sanctioned project.  Activities to earn many volunteer 
hours include cleaning and setting up the display area, checking in the entries, assisting the judges, arranging the entries for dis-
play and entering all of the entry information into a database.  PCMGs also maintain a display table throughout the fair to make 
PCMG information available to the public.  It is a very busy, but very FUN, time for Master Gardeners!  This project is co-
chaired by Jon Calleton and Madean Pearce (Adult) and Frances Smith (Youth). 
 
So you see that PCMGs are a busy group of folks!  While we all cannot meet together to work on the same project at the same 
time, it is very rewarding to be with friends working on projects that will make our community a more beautiful place in which to 
live.  Those who are only fortunate enough to drive through also enjoy the benefits of our hard work!  So, pick a project, get in-
volved with each work day there.  You will soon feel a sense of “ownership” that will make you only want to be there more often!  
Watch for more “Projects on Parade” next month! 

President’s Letter (continued from Page 1) 

The mulch has been put on the Polk County fairgrounds up by the fence at entry gates.  My hubby, Glenn,  helped us out by taking 
his tractor with front-end loader out to the fairgrounds and moving the mulch to the beds.  Jon, Kirsty and I worked 3 hours 
spreading mulch. Hopefully, we will have more volunteers to help next time. 

Sorry to hear about Nita’s accident with her knee. Hope this finds her feeling better and wish her a speedy recovery. 

The August Master Gardener meeting will be planning and training meeting for the Polk County Fair.  If you plan on working at 
the fair, please make an effort to be at the August meeting. 

I will be out of town in July from July 8-17 for a much needed vacation.  If a need arises while I am gone please contact Kay Alley 
or one of the other Board members  

See you at the July meeting� �������


