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   November is the time of the year for the annual PCMG meeting.  We 
will be electing officers for 2010.  The two members-at-large will be elected to 
serve on the Executive Board.  Keep in mind that the members who are nomi-
nated will have to be a member in good standing with the required volunteer 
hours fulfilled by the end of 2009 to serve in 2010. 
 
 Our year is quickly coming to a close.  We still have a lot of work to be 
accomplished on the right bed at the court house.  The plan was approved at 
the October meeting of the changes to be made in the landscape.  Please try to 
make a special effort to help with the work need to make the changes. 
 
 For members needing to complete their volunteer hours, this will be the 
last chance to earn work hours for the year.  We do not have much going on in 
January and February as the weather is too bad. 
 
 I realize that this year has been overwhelming to everyone.  Our com-
munity has been dealt a terrible misfortune that no one ever thought our little 
town would ever have to endure.  As Master Gardeners, we have had to over-
extend ourselves to keep up after the storm and all the rain of this past summer.  
The grass at the courthouse and rose garden has been almost impossible to con-
trol.  I have discussed with the Judge and Russell about needing money for 
round-up to be put in their budget for next year. 
 
 When we are working in front of the courthouse, people are constantly 
going in and out.  They stop and express how nice the project looks and are 
very appreciative of what the Master Gardeners are doing for the community.  
This is when we realize that all the hard work and pain our bodies endure while 
working is worthwhile. 
 
 Plans are being made for the Christmas Party.  More details will be 
available at the November meeting.  We will have a sign-up list for the number 
attending and your choice of meat. 
 
See you at the meeting. 
Madean 
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must take time to sit still and watch the 

leaves turn." 
-   Elizabeth Lawrence 
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From the Editor 
 Kathy Wigley 

Hobby Farms Magazine has a new publication for the city dwellers. The URBAN FARM : 

Sustainable City Living. I found and purchased a copy at Atwoodõs in Mena for $4.99, 

thought Iõd check it out. There was one copy left at the time I was there but you can purchase 

this òPremier Issueó at www.urbanfarmonline.com for the same price of $4.99.   

There are lots of groups forming on the internet now with men and women all over the country looking to 

those of us who garden, how to get started for themselves. I joined the AS A MOM group 

(www.asamom.ning.com) and there is another one called JUST FOR FATHERS (www.justafather.ning.com). I 

have met two women online who live in Mena, Arkansas seeking knowledge and a couple in Paris, Arkansas 

looking to start growing food for themselves as well wanting input on getting started and how-to garden. 

The opportunities to share what we have learned are everywhere. Maintaining our horticulture knowledge is im-

portant for our credibility when we meet someone with lots of questions. Times are changing. People are pre-

paring for hard times ahead and they are looking for answers. 

In the September 30, 2009 Pulse, Michael Reising wrote an article entitled: Merwin Abbott -- Itõs All About 

Being Prepared. On October 19,  a òSurvival / Preparednessó meeting was held at the Housing Authorityõs 

conference room where Paul and Ethel Glenn, my son Steve and I attended the meeting. The speakers provided 

valuable information to the citizens of Mena, Cove, Hatfield and Wickes who attended the meeting. 

Advanced Safety Preparedness 

Legal Safety Devices (ProtectCo.com) 

Garden ideas, Heirloom Seeds Sources ( Baker Creek and River Valley, both are also on my naturescape.biz) 

Daily Bread Food Co-op set up by Rachael Lamb of Mena, (479-243-0192 / raylovestobi@yahoo.com). 

 Rachael is the Co-op coordinator.  She goes up to Ft. Smith to pick up the Country Life orders which 

are every other month.  There is an 8% charge for Rachael doing this.  The Azure Standard 

(azurestandard.com) comes to Mena .. and Rachael will meet and pick up orders for you so you don't have to 

be there.  These is a 3% charge for doing that.   It's a great convenience for her to do this .. especially if you have 

other things you want to do.  For a Country Life catalog, contact Rachael. I ordered my Azure Standard online. 

The catalog is free to new customers 

when you request one. 

 There is to be another meeting 

around the 15th of November. Contact 

Merwin Abbott (970-334-2625) for more 

information on the meeting and Rachael 

Lamb for more information on the Co-

op (479-243-0192 / ray-

lovestobi@yahoo.com).  

 Mr. Abbott welcomes all and any persons who have information 

they would like to share at his meetings pertaining to survival and preparedness efforts, alternative energy re-

sources, gardening , preserving food and saving heirloom seeds, first aid and homeopathic remedies. If you have 

information not listed you deem vitalé please share! 

Mailing Address: 

Azure Standard 
79709 Dufur Valley 
Road 
Dufur, OR 97021 

Phone: 541-467-2230 

          Fax: 541-467-2210 

Office Hours: 

Sunday:9am - 5pm 

Monday - Thursday:6am - 6pm 

Friday6am - 3pm 

SaturdayCLOSED 
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Minutes of  Polk County 
Master Gardeners Meeting 

October 1, 2009 

 

A program on native trees and shrubs was presented by Shawn Cochran of the US Forest Service before the 
meeting was called to order.  More information on the subject can be found at www.nwf.org/backyard/
ozarkwildflower    Twenty three members were present. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:17 PM by President Madean Pearce. 

Minutes of the August meeting were approved as printed in the òMountain Dirtó. 

Jon Calleton pass out the treasurerõs report 

Two thank you notes from Kirsty Erickson were read to the membership. 

Membership was reminded that the updates to the Volunteer Manual should be placed in their individ-
ual Volunteer Manual and that the Manual at the Extension office had also been updated. 

Committee Reports:  Nominating Committee report deadline is due at the November meeting. The Au-
dit Committee report deadline is due at the end of the year. 

Also due at the November meeting are: Master Gardener of the Year, Friend of master Gardeners, 
Rookie of the Year, Project Evaluation (2009).  Forms for these were passed out. 

New PCMG signs are complete and available to be placed in projects. 

The Polk County Courthouse Landscape Project Oversight Committeeõs report presented by Judy 
Moore.  Judy Moore moved that the plan be accepted.  Rae Grasso and Barbara Tobias seconded the mo-
tion. The motion passed.   We were reminded that this project will require many volunteer hours. 

Jon Calleton will over see the Fairgrounds Landscape. 

The Polk County Health Department (702 Hornbeck) is requesting advice on their landscaping. 

Members were referred to the calendar for October work days. 

The Christmas party is planned for December 3 at the Christian Church. Details to be presented at the 
November meeting. 

October Executive board meeting will be held October 12 at the Friendship house at 12:30. 

Upcoming event:  Plant and Bulb sale on Saturday, October17th 8AM. Set upon Friday October 16th 
1PM, with Carol Schultz in charge.  Saturday in charge Frances Smith.  Publicity person is Judy Weir.  A 
limit has been set on how many plants MGs can purchase. 

Owen Kaiser handed out notes to members as to how many work/education hours each have.  Further 
explanation of how hours were calculated was given.  Yearly report on work/education hours is now sent to 
the state in September. 

Jon Calleton reported on suggested changes to the Polk County Fair Horticulture department. 

Meeting was adjourned about 7:30PM. 

November  2009 ,  Vo lume 09 ,  I ssue 11  
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-Remember to fill out your nominees for the PCMG Awards.  Bring the forms to the 

November meeting. 

-Refreshments for the November meeting provided by:  Fran Hadaway, Betty Putman, 

Joan Irish and Libby Albright. 

-Report all current volunteer and education hours as soon as possible.  Members 

should report hours every 3 months.  In order to hold an office or chair a project or 

committee, you must be a member in good standing. 

-Bioõs for December are Jessie Schweinle and Betty Smith. 

-Christmas Party ð December 3 

-Members who are a mentor to a new member:  please check in with your mentee to see how they stand with 

required hours ð encourage them to work toward completing their required volunteer hours so they can be cer-

tified by the 1st of April, 2010. 

Events attended by Master Gardeners 
 
-Jon Calleton and Madean Pearce attended the all-day workshop on Native Plants at Garvan Gardens.  Katie 
Teague, the County Agent from Fayetteville presented a seminar on Rain Gardens.  She is willing to present 
the same program and give a tour of the 5 or 6 rain gardens that have been created in the area.  Most of the 
gardens are at schools that had a drainage problem.  The gardens are at their peak in June. 
 
-Mickey Davis and Betty Smith attended the State Master Gardener trip to South Carolina.  They have lots of 
pictures to share at a future program. 
 
-Jon Calleton, Mickey Davis, Theresa Erwin, Betty Smith and Madean Pearce attended the Advanced MG 
Training on Herbs in Fort Smith.  They were treated to lunch and tasty snacks using herbs in the recipes.  They 
also received an herb cookbook. 
 
-Madean Pearce attended the Boulder and Water Feature Placement seminar at Garvan Gardens.  Most of the 
participants attending had a chance to operate a bobcat and put a boulder in place. 
 
-Theresa Erwin and Sherry Humphries attended the County 76 Meeting at Ferndale, AR. 
 
-Kathy Wigley and Sherry Humphries represented PCMG at a tree planting ceremony at Holly Harshman 
School. 

   Polk County Master Gardeners 

Treasurerõs Report 

By Mickey Davis 

Beginning Balance éééééééééééééééééé..éé..$1,261.01 

Ck#1410 10-1-2009 Frances Smith/Postage-Soil-Foodééé...34.46 

Ck@1411 10-5-2009 Kathy Wigley/Paper-Ink for Newsletteré 62.20 

10-19-2009 Deposit / Bulb Sale ééééééééééééééé.é..$445.00 

         Ending Balance ééééééééééééééééééééé$1,608.95 
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PCMG Christmas Party 

 

DATE :  December 3 at 6pm (regular meeting date) 

PLACE:  First Christian Church, 1010 Port Arthur 

THEME :  Santaõs Garden (Details at November 

meeting) 

GIFTS EXCHANGE : not to exceed $10.00 

(If you want to receive a gift, you need to bring one 
ð we have a fun new game this year.) 

SIGN-UP: November MG meeting (need count for 
food amounts) 

PROGRAM:  Lots of fun!! 

 

The Christmas Party is our fun time of the year.  We have skits, songs, and usually a few surprises! 

PCMG Awards will be presented at the Christmas Party 

The meal is provided by the PCMG.  We allot $300.00 for the party in our budget.  With the increase 
in membership, expenses may run more this year.  We may have to ask that each member pay a 
small amount this year.  We will have more details at a later date. 

MAKE  PLANS TO  ATTEND  
 

From An Old Quaker Calendar 
January ð snow month 
February ð rain month 
March ð wind month 
April ð bud month 

May ð flower month 
June ð heat month 
July ð hay month 

August ð harvest month 
September ð fruit month 
October ð grape month 
November ð fog month 

December ð winter month 
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CHESSY VEGETABLE CHOWDER 

From Mickey Davis 

2 cups  Water 

1 teaspoon Granulated chicken bouillon 

2 cups  yellow-fleshed or red potatoes, 

  Peeled and diced to 1/2-in cubes 

2 cups  frozen mixed vegetables 

1/4 cup  chopped onion 

1 can (15 oz) cream style corn 

8 ounces Velveeta Cheese 

1/2 cup milk 

In a 2-to 3ð quart saucepan, bring water to a boil. 

Dissolve bouillon in boiling water. Stir in pota-

toes, mixed vegetables and onion. Cover and sim-

mer on medium-low heat 15 minutes or until 

 Potatoes are tender. Add corn, cheese and 

   milk. Heat 5-7 minutes, stirring con- 

    stantly until cheese is melted. 

    Makes 6 Servings 


